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2022 Spotlight Award

AD—WO

Clockwise:
Detail of drawing for tapestry, Planetary Scar, 2020. 
Jen Wood and Emanuel Admassu, Founding Principals, AD—WO. 
 Portrait by Rachel Hulin.
Wiregrass WAHO, 2020. 
Detail of installation, ATL Bricks, 2020.
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When AD—WO talks about their work, one senses that 
they are profoundly deliberate with words; they see archi-
tecture as a “discipline that disciplines” and explore archi-
tectural “content and containers.” The recipients of RDA’s 
2021 Spotlight Award, they study the embedded and often  
unnoticed relations of language that shape how we concep-
tualize and make our spatial surroundings.

Founded in 2015 by Jen Wood and Emanuel Admassu, the 
art and architecture practice AD—WO is based in New York 
City with projects ranging from Melbourne to Addis Ababa—
the hometowns of Wood and Admassu, respectively. Their 
work takes the form of art installations, research projects, 
and buildings: they participated in MoMA’s 2021 exhibition 
Reconstructions: Architecture and Blackness in America; 
Two Markets, a series of drawings, investigates African 
marketplaces; and they designed Bole Rwanda, a multi-
family residence in Addis Ababa. 

During their RDA lecture, titled “Immeasurability,” the 
awardees shared their preoccupation with methods 
of determinacy: If the acts of delineation are bound up 
with Western notions of measurement, ownership, and 
enclosure, how does one represent that which is immea-
surable? AD—WO finds “meaning not through forms but 
events that facilitate them,” as they wrote in a contribution 
to Survivance, a collaboration between the Solomon R. 
Guggenheim Museum and e-flux Architecture. Similarly, 
their representations prize active blocks of color beyond 
the traditional formats of linework and perspective.

AD—WO’s work is both worldly and academic. An interest 
in postcolonial studies and Afrodiasporic spaces informs 
their investigations. Currently Admassu is an assistant 
professor at Columbia University GSAPP; he previously 
taught at RISD Architecture and Harvard GSD.

AD—WO accepts that architecture, like any discipline, is a 
learned practice with expectant audiences. Their contri-
butions invite us to rethink our training as designers and 
boldly lays the groundwork for, as they wrote for Survivance, 

“ways of seeing another world.” 

—Tiffany Xu
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Harvey | Harvey-Cleary
Lovett/InTown Homes

Big State Electric
Brochsteins*
CED Houston
MAREK*
The Mitsui U.S.A. 
 Foundation

Susan Vaughan  
 Foundation*
Tellepsen Family*
Turner Construction
Walter P Moore*
Anonymous donor

W. S. Bellows 
 Construction  
 Corporation*
Brookstone*
Chamberlin 
 Roofing &  
 Waterproofing
D|G Studios Inc.*
Endurance Builders

Forney Construction
Gensler*
Halliburton
Hoar Construction
HOK*
Huitt-Zollars*
Kendall/Heaton  
 Associates*
Kirksey Architecture*

Linbeck Group, LLC
OMA New York
PGAL*
Telios
Trammell Crow 
 Company
Wylie Engineering*

Affiliated Engineers, Inc.
Anslow Bryant  
 Construction, Ltd.
Butler-Cohen 
 Design + Build
Corgan
CW Lighting
Dally + Associates, Inc.
DLR Group
DPR Construction
Emser Tile
EYP

Hines*
I. A. Naman + Associates, Inc. 
JE Dunn Construction
Kilgore Industries
Lonestar Lighting &  
 Technology
McCarthy Building  
 Companies, Inc.
MLN Company 
Scott & Judy Nyquist
OJB Landscape 
 Architecture*

Sandra and Pat O’Donnell
O’Donnell Snider  
 Construction
Page
Peckar & Abramson, P.C.
Perkins and Will*
Shepley Bulfinch
Texas Commission on  
 the Arts
The Southampton Group
TDIndustries
TRIO Electric

Anchorage Foundation 
 of Texas
Karen Baughn*
Minnette and Peter Boesel
Capp Electric
Clark Condon Associates*

Greenwood King Properties*
Boriana Grueva*
HR Design Dept
Karsten Interior Services
Michael Hsu Office 
 of Architecture

H. Russell Pitman*
Schaum/Shieh
Teal Construction
Ben and Meghan Westcott

Ingrid Bond
Botanica Landscaping
Talbot Cooley
Susan and François de Menil
Dahlstrand Architecture
Rod L. Danielson and Kelly DeHay
Rachel and Edward Folse
Jo and Jim Furr

Alice G. and William R. Gamble
Garza + McLain Structural  
 Engineers, Inc.
Milton Hime
Nonya Grenader*
Guy Hagstette
Lonnie Hoogeboom and  
Betsy Strauch*

Walter S. Light, Jr.*
Marvin Lummis
Jay Monroe
The Mathis Group, Inc.
McCord Development, Inc.
Mechler Family
Moss Landscaping, Inc.
Katherine Warren

*Donors who have generously 
supported RDA for more than 
twenty years.

Rice Design Alliance gratefully acknowledges the generous 
individuals, corporations, foundations, and other organiza-
tions who provide annual support for its programs, publi-
cations, and operations.

RDA Supporters
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